The Story of British Diplomacy
Portuguese king, occasioned disagreeable disputes with his ministers. Presently he began to sulk and decline all discussion on the subject by affecting ignorance of a struggle felt in every quarter of the world. He knew of it only from hearsay and took not the least interest in its progress. He would have nothing to say to either of the combatants ; he objected even to receiving the ministers of the belligerent Powers. At last, as he said, most reluctantly, he yielded to the importunities of Louis XIV. as far as to entertain the notion, if he never fully signed a document, of an understanding with France. Suddenly he discovered that the French king's word could not be trusted. Happily, he declared, he had kept clear of any entangling engagements with Louis. When the instrument was brought to him for execution, the only notice of it he vouchsafed was to throw the paper down and, in a childishly peevish temper, to kick it round the room. The then minister from England at the Lisbon court, Mr, afterwards Sir, Paul Methuen, heard of this, as, indeed, he heard of everything that passed at the palace. He immediately sought and obtained an interview with, the petulant monarch. Of course and rightly, he said, His Majesty was indignant with the French king, who only made promises to break them. Equally of course the Portuguese sovereign desired to turn the present world-wide crisis to his own advantage. Only let him be sure that the state which he honoured with his confidence should be in a position to give something in return. Such a Power was England. What would His Majesty say to the admission of Portuguese wines, for an equitable consideration, to British ports at a duty less by one third
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